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URGENT commitments required
to tackle the HOUSING CRISIS!

In Quebec, 244 120 tenant households have core housing
needs, while several large cities are facing a shortage of
rental housing. This means that too many households are
seeing their budgets slashed, month after month, because of
ever-increasing rent, too many people are getting sick because
of poor housing conditions, too many families are being pushed
out of their neighborhoods because of speculation in real estate.

To tackle poor housing, the answer is simple: social housing! It
provides housing at a decent price, it is collectively owned and is
not profit-oriented.

Despite sufficient resources and Canada’s commitments for
the right to housing, federal investments in social housing are
ridiculously low. Last March, the federal government contributed
only $2.6 billion to CMHC, representing 0.9% of this year’s federal
spending budget. If Ottawa’s hadn’t withdrawn and reduced its
investments in social housing in the early 1990s, there would now
be 75,000 units more in Quebec... The federal government owes
a debt to poorly housed households!

This is why FRAPRU is demanding ambitious electoral
commitments from the political parties in contention in the
October 2019 general election, namely:

1. to invest at least $2 billion per year in the construction
of new social housing;

2. to dedicate most of the funding provided in the
Canadian Housing Strategy to social housing, especially to
renovate private units in poor condition and convert them
into cooperatives or non-profit housing;

3. to guarantee all necessary funding for renovating and
modernizing existing social housing, as well as for keeping
poor tenants’ rents at below 30% of their income.

Political parties must commit to the right
to housing and social housing!
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